
 

The Manchester and Lancashire Family History Society 

Chair’s Report for the year ending 31st December 2025 

 

Over the past year, the Society has continued its work in promoting and supporting the public 

study of British family history, with a strong focus on local and regional sources. Our charitable 

objectives remain rooted in making family history accessible, encouraging good research 

practice, and preserving archival material for future generations. 

The Executive Committee met six times during 2025 to discuss strategy, major financial 

commitments, and to review the Society’s ongoing activities. Sub-committees and working groups 

also met regularly, both in-person and online, to ensure day-to-day operations and long-term 

goals remained aligned. 

The Society remains registered with the Charity Commission under its full name, “The 

Manchester and Lancashire Family History Society”, and also continues to operate under familiar 

banners including “Manchester Ancestors”, “Anglo-Scottish FHS”, “MLFHS Bolton Branch”, and 

“MLFHS Oldham Branch”. 

In carrying out our duties, the trustees have remained mindful of the Charity Commission’s 

guidance on public benefit and the responsibilities it places on all registered charities.  

 

Highlights and Achievements 

2025 has been a year of steady consolidation and resilience. As Manchester returned to full civic 

activity, the Society maintained a balanced programme of in-person and online events, including 

quarterly meetings and flexible “Weeks of Online Talks”. This blended approach has allowed us to 

remain visible and accessible within the practical limits of a volunteer-led organisation. During the 

summer, we faced a significant challenge when Manchester Central Library closed for most of 

August; however, work continued through remote provision and, with the support of Manchester 

City Council, our helpdesk team maintained a presence in local libraries until normal service 

resumed. 

Our website, Manchester Ancestors (mlfhs.uk), continues to develop as a central resource for 

members and visitors, with regular additions of new records, research guides, blogs, and event 

information. Both members and non-members benefit from resources such as our War Memorials 

index and a wide range of publicly accessible material. This work is supported behind the scenes 

by our technical partners. 

We have continued to prioritise education through quarterly in-person meetings, our popular 

Saturday ‘Explore’ sessions, and occasional online ‘Weeks of Talks’. These sessions support 

members at all levels, with an increasing emphasis on navigating the wide range of online 

resources now available and developing the skills needed to assess and interpret information 

with confidence. We are grateful to our volunteer speakers and organisers, who continue to 

respond to members’ interests and bring these sessions to life. 



We remain active members of the Family History Federation, participating in national online 

events and exchanging ideas with other societies facing similar sector-wide challenges. 

At the heart of our public-facing activity is our Family History Helpdesk, open five days a week at 

Manchester Central Library. This year, a dedicated team of volunteers has continued to provide 

invaluable support to visitors from near and far. During the temporary closure of the Library in 

August, the team demonstrated remarkable flexibility and commitment, maintaining a presence in 

local libraries and ensuring that support remained available. This was a considerable 

organisational effort, led by the Helpdesk Coordinator and much appreciated by both members 

and our Library partners. The Helpdesk remains one of the most accessible and valued services 

we offer. 

 

Projects and Records 

Our project teams have continued to provide a valuable service to the society by scanning and 

transcribing valuable historic records, that are not freely available elsewhere, for uploading to our 

Great Database of over 3.8 million records: 

 

Projects: Ongoing and Completed 

This year the Society completed the following: 

• The transcription of 11 Roman Catholic baptism registers for the Salford diocese, now 

available as downloads in the Society shop 

• 10,833 records of Manchester City Transport Staff in an ongoing project in partnership 

with Manchester Transport Museum 

• 18,108 names appearing in the records of Manchester Court Leet 

• 2,909 names appearing in 19th century Manchester Newspapers 

• 4,516 employee records for Prestwich Asylum 

• 5,735 records of children admitted to Manchester & Salford Boys' and Girls' Refuges in a 

new project in partnership with the Together Trust 

• 227 teachers of the deaf & dumb in partnership with the Seashell Trust 

• 3,914 newspaper announcements relating to cremations pre-1941 at Manchester 

Crematorium 

• 3,199 names of streets appearing on the Godfrey editions of 32 Ordnance Survey maps 

for Greater Manchester 

• 3,026 baptisms for 8 mostly Methodist chapels in the Bolton area 

• A total of 37,354 records from 17 smaller projects, mostly initiated by members 

 

Major projects for 2026 include: 

• The continuing project in partnership with the Manchester Museum of Transport to 

transcribe records of an estimated 30,000 employees 

• The transcription of announcements from early Manchester newspapers and the records 

of Manchester Court Leet 

• Ongoing projects also include the indexing of prisoners committed to Belle Vue Prison 

1871-72 



• Indexing of Staff Obligations for Prestwich Asylum (currently suspended pending 

clarification of record closure periods) and indexing nurses' records for Crumpsall Hospital 

(for which permission is still awaited) 

• Further indexing projects are proposed in partnership with the Together Trust, particularly 

including records of children admitted to the Gordon Boys' Home and of children who 

emigrated to Canada. Scans, indexes and transcripts will be copied to Archives as these 

are completed 

 

Lancashire BMD 

• The Society’s major project of indexing Births, marriages and death registers for the 

Lancashire BMD public web index was completed with the updating of a final 138,339 

birth registration records 

 

New Projects 

Other projects will be considered as opportunity arises and resources permit. The dedication and 

diligence of our Projects Team cannot be overstated. Their work adds enormous long-term value 

to researchers everywhere and to the legacy of the Society. 

 

Looking Ahead 

While we continue to attract new members, retention remains a challenge across the sector. We 

remain committed to developing talks and events that reinforce good research techniques, that 

allow our members to learn about new or different resources and to cover modern topics such as 

the interpretation of DNA test results. 

• Balancing online and in-person activities to meet members’ needs 

• Expanding outreach to new audiences through events and collaborations 

• Working with our partners at Central Library and with other societies 

• Strengthening our volunteer base and succession planning 

 

I would like to thank all our volunteers, partners, members, and trustees for their continued 

support. It has been a busy and challenging year, and the dedication and resilience of our 

volunteers is greatly appreciated. 

 

Hilary Hartigan, Chair, 15th April 2026 

 

Note to Members: 

This summary reflects the core AGM content as presented. The included accounts are a 

shortened version of the independently reviewed Annual Accounts. Full accounts and all reports 

are filed with the Charity Commission and are available via their website. Additional internal 

reports have been withheld here for clarity and relevance. 

 



Manchester & Lancashire Family History Society 

Financial Statement – Year ended 31st December 2025 

Income & Expenditure Results 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Independent Examination Review and Approval Completed by Menzies LLP 

Income 2025 2024
Subscriptions 30,708                30,578                      
Sales 3,880                   4,867                         
Royalties 2,390                   2,463                         
Gift Aid 3,901                   4,553                         
Meetings (1,520) (1,386)
Donations 1,236                   2,898                         
Interest 836                        875                              
Misc Inc 2                              3                                    

41,431                44,851                      

Exependiture 2,025                   2,024                         
Journal 22,616                21,777                      
Prizes 85                           66                                 
Operating  Expenses 12,401                11,462                      
Branch Expenses 2,729                   3,434                         
Web 8,255                   7,620                         
Insurance 704                        635                              
Trustee Exp 964                        824                              
Fees Subs Audit 2,676                   2,607                         

50,430                48,424                      

Net Deficit (8,999) (3,573)

Balance Sheet 2025 2024

Fixed Assets 5,299               5,201               
Current Assets:
Stock 4,944               7,399               
Debtors 2,213               1,448               
Banks 97,682            106,407         

104,839         115,254         
Current Liabilities:
Deferred Income 12,689            14,051            
Accruals 1,675               1,631               

14,364            15,682            

Net Current Assets 90,475            99,572            
Total Funds 95,774            104,773         

Membership # 1,935               2,071               
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