
We hope you enjoyed our online event showcasing the newly-released 1921 Census of England & Wales. 
We’ve compiled the presentation slides, along with some extra insights for you to take away. But first, as a 

small thank you for joining us, here are some extra tips for making the most of the 1921 Census, direct 
from our experts and exclusive to you… 
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Look out for hidden gems

“Try advanced search. The page is filled with helpful information and 
useful links to other resources. For example, if you're interested in 
women’s history or pursuing an elusive female ancestor, check our list 
of 1921 Census institutions to find all of the female-centric 
establishments that were enumerated. And when you’re viewing 
original records, don’t forget to select Extra Materials to see the front 
of the household schedule (which includes the address) and incredible 
maps of the local area.”
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Try a spot of house history

“Findmypast’s exclusive census address search is so useful, even if you 
don’t have a street name. Try searching for farm names, miners' rows 
and more. My golden rule? Keep your search broad to start with, adding 
more information as you go if you get too many results. Our nifty search 
radius tool can help you narrow or broaden location searches. And 
remember, in a census, civil parishes can sometimes be arranged 
differently to the ones you’ve come across in church records.”
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Go global 

"Thousands of individuals born outside the UK are listed in the 1921 
Census. Search for them by birth place locations and even keywords to 
find the various ways they might have written their native country. Once 
you’ve pinpointed the right person, take a closer look at the information 
in columns B, F and G on their census form. They’ll provide further 
clues on why they were in Britain at the time and might point towards 
another avenue of research.” 
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Re-imagine the impact of war

“The First World War changed Britain forever. Germanic names that 
appeared in the 1911 Census had been anglicised or abandoned by 
1921. The Census reveals tens of thousands of men piecing their lives 
back together in institutions rather than family homes. For some, 
serious war wounds meant they had to learn new trades. Many children 
were orphaned or had new step-parents. All these seismic changes 
mean you may have to get creative when searching for your 
family. Start with the basics: names and birth years and expand from 
there.”
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About the 1921 Census



• 30,000 bound volumes
• 1.6 linear kilometers of shelving
• 38 million historical records
• 3 years + of effort

• A crucial picture of the population
• An opportunity to access individual ancestors
• A window into society in the early 1920s

• Search by address
• Search by occupation and employer
• Recorded divorces for the first time
• Recorded widows and orphans

The 1921 Census



Why is it important? 
• 100 year closure rule for British Census records

• After the 1911 census, the 1921 census is possibly 
the last to be revealed in our lifetimes

• The 1931 census was destroyed by fire in 1942

• No census was taken in 1941 due to the War

• The 1951 census will be released 1 Jan 2052

This gives us an entire generation of missing relatives!



Included locations
• England

• Wales

• Isle of Man

• Channel Islands

• Merchant shipping in E & W waters & 
ports

• Military personnel stationed at home & 
overseas



Not included
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• The population of Scotland - administered and held by National 
Records of Scotland, expected soon

• The population of Ireland - not taken due to the war of 
independence, was later taken in 1926

• The British Armed Forces in Scotland

• Merchant Navy and fishing vessels which were not in port on 
census night and which did not return to port in the days 
immediately after the census



Census statistics
• Almost 1 million never came home from WW1

• Those who came home weren’t unaffected either - around 
2 million returned with some level of disability

• 1.75 million more women than men (1,096 for every 
1,000), this discrepancy was largest for those aged 20-45.

• A big increase (35% from 1911) in people in hospitals,¾ 
were men.

• Over 730,000 fatherless children vs 261,000 without a 
mother. 



Census statistics
• David Lloyd George declared that he would build a 

‘land fit for heroes’ for those who returned from 
the war

• 13.7% of the population of England and Wales 
were living two families to a dwelling in 1921

• 6.1% were living in dwellings that had three or 
more families.



Numbering the people
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The Sphere
- 16 April 1921​

The Census of 1921 will be recorded in history as a machine-made Census. The 
information on each Census schedule is coded, the numbers are punched, the cards sorted 

and counted, the particulars registered, and the figures tabulated by electrically driven 
machinery.

Dundee Evening Telegraph - 30 June 1921
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The Census postponed
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The Bystander - 6 April 1921​

Western Morning News - 15 April 1921​

Lincolnshire Standard and Boston Guardian - 16 April 1921​
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Top tip

Remember the date! The Census 
was originally planned for 25 
April but it wasn’t taken until 19 
June.

They used the same forms, so it 
still says April.
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The Summer Census
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Dundee Evening Telegraph - 4 May 1921
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Top tip

Think about holidays! It’s the start of 

summer… your ancestor may be away 

from home. 

Check hotels, especially in tourist areas.

All were enumerated as a "household" on 

the night of 19 June 1921.
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What makes this census 
different?

• First census taken under the 
Census Act of 1920

• Employer and address of 
employer

• Marital status includes divorce 
for the first time



The first census since the war is to be taken on April 24; it is safe to say that 
this will be the most important yet made in British history. The war has cut 

clean across every branch of our 
national life, broken up and disrupted populations and violently upset all 
birth, marriage, and death rates, so that there is hardly a single question 

upon which we can look back to the last census figures for any guidance.”

The official pamphlet issued by the Registrar General
The Sphere - Saturday 16 April 1921



1911 Census
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1921 Census
1. Length of marriage
2. Number of children born
3. Number of children still alive
4. Infirmity

Length of marriage
Number of children born
Number of children still alive
Infirmity

1. Age shown in years and months
2. Marital status includes divorce
3. Orphanhood shown for minors
4. Education – full-time or part-time
5. Name of employer
6. Address of workplace
7. Minor dependency grid (number and ages of 

children up to age 15, attached to the male adult)



Exploring the 1921 Census



22

Census questions

Name and relationship
• First name and Last name
• Relationship to the head of the 

household 

Age, sex and status
• Age – more detail than before, years and 

months
• Sex – Two options M or F
• Marriage – first time divorce is provided
• Orphanhood question – first time asked if 

parents were alive

Birthplace and nationality

• Born in the UK – record town and county
• Outside the UK – Province/state and Country
• Outside of the UK – visitor or resident
• Nationality – ‘British born’, ‘Naturalised British’ 

or country of nationality  
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Census questions

Personal occupation

• School – whole-time or part-time
• Occupation – precise branch
• Trade and manufacturing –

particular kind of work and 
materials

Employment

• Employer – name and business
• Business owner – ‘Employer’ 
• Self-employed – own account
• Private service

Place of work

• Address of employer 
• ‘No fixed abode’
• ‘At home’



Census questions
Housewives will receive special classification in the new schedule and will no longer be lumper
in the great army of people of no occupation. Mr Vivian added 
that, as housewives work probably as hard as anyone, though not on the basis of remuneration 
they will describe their occupation by the term ‘home duties’.

Stated that if unemployed, the name and the business of the last employer should be given, 
which the works Out of Work.

A great features of the present questionnaire was the tightening of the inquiries regarding 
personal occupation. A nurse must state whether she was a sick nurse, domestic nurse, 
hospital nurse, mental nurse, or the particular classification of her profession.

An entirely new column was under the heading of place of work, in which the address, whether 
at an employer’s place of business, at home, or no fixed place, much be given.

It was hoped to get more accurate information as to date of birth by the alteration of the query 
as to age to in years and months. People had been too much in the habit of giving casual 
answers – if between 30 and 35 day, they put the round figure – and it was known from the 
returns of births and deaths that the census returns of age were often inaccurate.

Grantham Journal - Saturday 29 January 1921

Penrith Observer - Tuesday 21 June 1921
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Census questions
Dependency

• Number of and age of children, whether 
on schedule or not

• Only for married men, 
widowers/widows

• An X in the column for each age
• Confusing instructions and often 

corrected

Front
• Registration district
• Registration sub-district
• Enumeration district
• Full name and address
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Top tip - household schedules

If the entry for the family you are looking at runs across more than 
one page of the household return, your purchase also buys access 
to the additional page or pages.

The same is NOT true of entries on institutional returns.



Schedule types summary



Vessels
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Front of the schedule:
 Name of vessel
 Official number
 Sea fishery letters and number
 Port of registry
 Description or whether steam or sailing
 Pace at which the schedule is delivered
 Date of delivery
 Name of master or person in charge of vessel

Customers Officer or Enumerator:
 Place at which the schedule is collected

Master of ship:
 If the vessel is not on voyage at midnight on Sunday 24 April 1921, describe exactly her 

position at that time.
 If the vessel is on voyage at midnight on Sunday 24 April 1921, describe exactly her place of 

mooring on arrival in port.
RG15/25487 © Crown Copyright Images reproduced by 
courtesy of The National Archives, London, England.
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Prison
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RG15/19496 © Crown Copyright Images reproduced by courtesy of The National 
Archives, London, England.
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Institutions
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RG15/00447 © Crown 
Copyright Images 
reproduced by courtesy of 
The National Archives, 
London, England.

• Large establishments – hotels, lodging houses, shelters, etc
• Charitable institutions
• Universities
• Religious communities
• Workhouses
• Hospitals

Findmypast | All rights reserved 2021
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Searching for an Institution? Check useful links on the advanced search page



Searching for an Institution? Check useful links on the advanced search page
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An example: Searching the British Army



An example: Searching the British Army
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An example: Searching the British Army



An example: Searching the British Army
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Army & Navy – families

On the census form the military and civilian population on a military base were separated into different pages of 
the ‘NM’ form. 

The Military come at the start of the form. There is then an extra instructions page with 5 rows at the bottom 
for civilians, followed by civilian pages. 

Look for the piece (book) number of the form that the husband was found in and then search in that piece 
using advance search for the surname. The wife/children may appear in the same book if they were living in the 
same military base/establishment/cantonment. 

If they were living in a house in streets near by then they could just have been given a regular ‘E’ household 
form.
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Army & Navy – extra instructions page 



From the site menu…
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Advanced search
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• Institution name
• Vessel name
• Occupation
• Employer
• Location in 1921
• Location of birth
• Other household members
• Address
• Education
• Schedule type code
• Piece number
• … and more



41



Search options
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Search options
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• Take some time to read and understand the Search 
tips in particular

• Less is often More. Don’t type in too much in search 
boxes.



Location, location, location
• Parish – Ecclesiastical parish and civil parish. 

Where ‘parish’ is used in the census documents 
without comment, civil parish will usually be 
meant

• County – Registration counties used for civil 
registrations and differ from ancient counties or 
the parliamentary counties

• Registration District – Superintendent’s 
Registrar’s District.  

• Registration Sub-district – Each Registration 
District is divided into one or more sub-districts



Transcript preview
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Transcripts
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Each of the books 
could contain one or 
more parishes and 
they were listed on the 
front.

But within the book 
there were no dividers 
showing which 
schedules belonged to 
which parish.
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Spotted a transcription error from search results?

Please email:

transcriptsupport@findmypast.com

along with a link to the image and a description of the error.

Please use 1921 Census transcription update as the email subject line, this will allow 
us to correct errors quicker and more efficiently.

mailto:transcriptsupport@findmypast.com


You also get… 
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Available on transcripts
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Available on transcripts
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Available on transcripts
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Viewing original record images
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Image features
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Add to 
tree

Print

Download

Report an 
error

Rotate

Recentre

Full 
Screen
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Text hover
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Thumbnails & Extra materials
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Occupation codes



Seeing the address

In the 1921 Census, address is on the FRONT 
of the household schedule

This can be found on the transcript OR the 
image

The image:

• Click the next image to the right of your 
position on the filmstrip

• Look in ‘Extra (Address)’ for the ‘address’ 
sheet



Cover
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Map
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Plans of division
• The 1921 Census includes the original census 

schedules, as completed in 1921. It also 
includes Plans of Division

• For the 1921 Census, there are no surviving 
Enumerator Summary Books (as seen in the 1911 
Census) and no Census Enumeration Books (as 
seen in all the decennial censuses from 1841 to 
1901)

• An enumerator was appointed for each of the 
38,563 EDs – and supplied with a stack of blank 
schedules. They distributed from 11 to 18 June 
1921



Plans of division
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Description of the 
enumeration district
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Address search
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Address search
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Address search
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Also available on Findmypast
1. 1921 Census of England & Wales Image Browse

2. 1921 Census of England & Wales Plans of Division Image Browse

3. 1921 Census of England & Wales Official Reports

4. 1921 Census of England & Wales Official Reports Browse

5. 1921 Census schedule type codes

6. 1921 Census occupation codes

7. 1921 Census registration districts (RDs) and sub-districts (SDs)

8. 1921 Census institutions & prisons

9. 1921 Census armed forces overseas

10. 101 cultural figures in the 1921 Census – mapped

11. 50 Welsh cultural figures in the 1921 Census – mapped



Connecting records



Inter-war period: records
Approx. 1918 - 1939

• 1921 Census of England & Wales – now available
• 1931 Census of England & Wales was destroyed by 

fire

• 1939 Register makes its official home on 
Findmypast, with the most current version available.

• 1941 Census of England & Wales was never taken 
due to World War 2

The 1921 Census could be the last 
major genealogy release in our 

lifetimes for English & Welsh research



Connecting to other records

• Census records 1841-1911

• 1939  Register

• Electoral registers

• Birth, marriage and death records

• Parish records

• Military records

• British newspaper collections

• Passenger lists and records of travel

• Collections from other countries



• British newspapers online 
go up to the modern day

• These cover every corner of 
the UK

• Contemporary newspapers 
are full of photographs



Costs

73

12-month Pro subscribers get 
a 10% discount on all 1921 

Census purchases

Use promo code

Roadshow
To get 21% off 12-month Pro 

subscription

Findmypast | All rights reserved 2021



Did you discover something 
incredible?

Share your discoveries with us for a chance to be featured in our blog, 
on our website, on our livestreams or videos. 

Email: discoveries@findmypast.com

mailto:discoveries@Findmypast.com


Stay up-to-date with Findmypast’s blog and social media



support@findmypast.com

www.findmypast.co.uk/.com/.com.au/.ie

transcriptsupport@findmypast.com

discoveries@findmypast.com
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