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Welcome: to the July edition of the newsletter.  The month when nature is in full bloom and the warmth 

envelops us.  Well that’s the theory anyway.  In fact it has been something of a rollercoaster weatherwise 

with cold, heatwave, floods all in this one month.  This is nothing compared to what some of our readers 

have experienced in Canada, the US and Australia, so our thoughts are with you.  Apropos  nothing at all, two July 

features struck me recently.  The 20th July began moth week so for all you lepidopterists out there I hope you had a 

good time.  The other feature is that the 25th July was the national day of the cowboy.  Enough said.  Our main feature 

this month is our guided walk around some of the classical sites of Manchester all done from the comfort of our      

armchairs.  Although it is the holiday season, still plenty of online talks to entertain and inform and we shall highlight 

some of these as well as point out some sites to feed your Anglo-Scottish curiosity.  Take care.               Editor.  

A virtual walk around some of the gems of Manchester 

Normally our July Branch meeting is a trip out to some place of interest.  Things being as they are it was inevitable 

that this year was going to have to be different.  However, not to be deterred it was arranged that we would still get 

out and about, albeit virtually, and enjoy some of the classical sites of Manchester. We were led on our walk by Jonathan 

Schofield who is a well-known tour guide in Manchester and knows more about Manchester and its history and architecture than 

is probably good for you, but a great boon to have on this trip. Sadly his slide presentation did not keep pace with his narrative 

which made for a rather disjointed session. 

Between the 18th and 19th centuries Manchester was the fastest growing city in Europe and Jonathan began 

his talk by showing us the famous painting of Manchester from Kersal Moor by William Wylde with smoky 

Manchester in the distance and the rural moor with grazing sheep in the foreground contrasting the past and 

the future. However, with so much about Manchester to explore Jonathan focused his tour upon three iconic 

Manchester Buildings and used these to narrate some of Manchester’s history. A very short summary is here: 

Free Trade Hall:  as the title suggests, built by the merchants of Manchester because they had such wealth and 

wanted to show this off.  Built between 1853 and 1856 on St Peter’s Fields, the site of the Peterloo demonstration 

in 1819 its purpose was to celebrate the free trade movement.  The outside of the building is festooned with    

images of world trade depicting symbols of all the countries of the world with whom Manchester did trade.  It was 

a venue for public meetings with such figures as Charles Dickens, Benjamin Disraeli and Winston Churchill appearing, but     

obviously, not at the same time!  The American President, Woodrow Wilson spoke here and first mooted his idea of a League of 

Nations.  Most famously of course it was the home for well over 100 years of the Manchester Halle Orchestra, founded by 

Charles Halle in 1858 before it moved to the Bridgewater Hall in 1996.  However the Hall was always cosmopolitan and apart 

from the more classical artists it welcomed such as Bob Dillon, The Moody Blues and the Dubliners.  Today it is more sedate and 

is a hotel. 

The Midland Hotel:  another iconic hotel building virtually next door to the Free Trade Hall.  For those with 

a historic bent, it also is built on the site of St Peter’s Field and occupies the space that held the row of   

cottages from which the local magistrates, watching the peaceful demonstration, ordered the dispersal of 

the demonstrators by the horsed dragoons.  The building however is a wonder of  baroque architecture. 
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It was constructed and began life in 1903 as a railway hotel for the Midland Railway Company.  In its design the      

facade incorporates the names of great artists and authors for not only was it a hotel but also had a theatre             

incorporated.  I am not sure the quality of performances at the theatre but following on from Jonathan’s presentation I 

did a bit of research and came across a quote from a theatre brochure that stated; 

“Egg proof curtains to be lowered at least once during the performance for the protection of the artists’.”   

That aside it was clearly a favoured meeting place for the great and good.  Henry Royce and Charles Rolls were introduced to 

one another there and from that meeting the iconic car was born.  It was always noted as a place of class and its flat roof allowed 

for afternoon tea overlooking the city.  We learned that General George Paton stayed there as did Churchill, but perhaps its 

greatest claim to fame is that the Beatles, whilst staying at the hotel, were refused entry to the restaurant because they were 

inappropriately dressed.  Now that is class!!!! 

 The final building on our tour was the Refuge Assurance Building on Oxford Street yet another building now       

converted into a hotel.  Designed by the same architect who designed Manchester Town Hall, Alfred Waterhouse, 

the building opened in 1895.  Once again, as a sign of the wealth percolating through Manchester, the building 

exhibited all the opulence and grandeur of the best Victorian excess.  In exploring the rich façade and interior there 

was some advantage in this presentation being via Zoom since more detail was able to be shown than we would 

have been able to see from a street tour.  For example the numbers 3,6, 9 and 12 on the clock face are represented by bees, the 

icon of Manchester as a city of industry  -  just like bees.  Images of ships are everywhere indicative of the trade of          Man-

chester and matched only with a series of castles, to give assurance that the money invested with the company was safe and 

protected.  Like the Midland Hotel, the Refuge also had a theatre but also a dance hall within it since the directors did not want 

their staff to have to go into Manchester for entertainment. 

Three beautiful buildings that many of us have passed by often without taking much notice, but no longer.  Many on 

the “tour” indicated that they will stop and look up more closely at the many ornate building of Manchester whenever 

the current restrictions allow. 

So, in summary.  Jonathan Schofield is a very knowledgeable and entertaining guide.  His presentation on this occasion was, as 

said earlier, marred by a serious lack of co-ordination between his narrative and the scenes he wanted to show due to an issue 

with the computer system he was using.  This was frustrating for him and a distraction for us and a great pity for it spoiled what 

could have been a really great experience.  Such is Jonathan’s professionalism however that he has acknowledged this and has 

made a gesture of access to some of his other online tours which will be going the way of attendees from our chairman. 

Gravestone Photographic Resources:  it is a  fact that most of the family history research that 

we do will be searching for ancestors who have died.  Death certificates give us some basic information 
but it has been recognised for some time within family history circles that searching our gravestones can 
frequently give us a great deal more that is simply recorded on a death certificate.  A reader of the news-
letter was good enough to send in this web site gravestonephotos.com to be passed on to any who may 
find it useful.  It is a free website that has been running since 1998, international in its outreach and has laudable 
aims.  to digitally photograph grave monuments that are currently legible 

to extract all legible personal information (name, age, date of birth, date of death, relationship) from each image 
to publish all legible personal information on an internet database and make this data freely available 
to make available copies of any grave monument image free of charge to anyone requesting a copy 
to lodge at appropriate public record offices collections of images appropriate to that area 
to encourage local groups to maintain, photograph and record grave monuments 
to cover cemeteries throughout the world 
to form partnerships with other organisations or persons that hold grave monument photographs 

Founded by Charles Sale, born in Surrey, England but now living in Cyprus the site was conceived out of his own 
difficulties in finding the burial places of his ancestors.  He is to be congratulated with what he has achieved with the 
site, and continues to manage, but, as with so many of these web sites, it is volunteer dependant and dependent  
upon the voluntary submission of gravestone entries.  Looking at the site I see that it has submissions from 42     
countries which is impressive.  You can discover which graveyards are available by clicking on each country which 
has been subdivided into counties, territories, etc. 

Volunteers I expect are always welcome, so if you are given to wandering around a graveyard doing a search, 
why not take you camera next time and get involved. 

https://www.gravestonephotos.com/


Find My Past and the National Scottish Record Collection Launch 

Thursday 29th July 2021 at 19.45 BST 

We have been informed by Find My Past of this amazing event and been invited 

to apply to attend with this announcement: 

“Join us as we announce a new collection of over 9 million records. These amazing resources will make tracing Scot-

tish ancestors from anywhere in the world easier than ever before.” 

It is anticipated that this event will be very popular and so attendance is by invitation only.  However, after discussion with Find 

My Past, we are able to extend this invitation to our readers.  You can register for the event here.  The only rider that FMP 

placed on our offer to you is that you please do not share this link with anyone else or share or post it on social media.  

Having negotiated this opportunity I am now trying to get this newsletter out as soon as possible to give everyone the chance 

to reserve a place.  Good luck!!. 

Find My Past: please believe us when we say that we are not on a commission from Find My Past, but they do 

provide a wonderful amount and selection of Scottish records relevant to our research.  So, without embarrassment,  

we let you know of the records they have posted most recently and announced in their newsletter. 

Scotland Roman Catholic Parish Registers 

This exclusive collection continues to grow with thousands of new baptism, marriage, burial and congregational registers. 

Search these records 

Scotland Records: 

Explore your Scottish ancestry with our growing collection of records from Scotland. Discover your ancestors in our census and   

employment records, as well as in our birth, marriage, and death records. Learn if your ancestor was in the military with our military 

service and conflict records.  

Search these records: 

….and don’t forget about the regular teaching session they have under the title of “Fridays” that can be found on their 

blog account.  (click here) 

Please Remember!  As is our practice, there is no Anglo Scots Branch meeting in August.  Despite the 

restrictions that we have all had to face with regard to travel it is nevertheless the month when most of us, in 

this hemisphere at least, think about having a break. So, wherever you are, we hope that, apart from the 

enforced “rest” many of us have had imposed on us, you manage to find peace this month. 

We shall of course be back in September when we are delighted to welcome Chris Paton back to speak to us about 

Scottish Marriage under the title of “Hitched for Life”.  However, more about this event in our August newsletter. 

Manchester Ancestors: while it is good to have news about new records becoming available please don’t forget 

to keep in touch with our Society web site.  There is loads there and new records are being added all the time.  If you 

are registered as a member to use the Forum then you will receive regular updates of what has been added.   

A great site being developed is the tribute to the 1921 Census on the Society Blog (click here)  You will find a   

wonderful selection of videos and articles relating to the circumstances in 1921. 

Bolton Branch are working through the summer and offering a talk on “Birth and Death  -  The Hidden Secrets of 

Registration” at their Branch meeting on the 4th August at 7.30 p.m.  This is a Zoom gathering so go onto their web 

page and register via Eventbrite. 

Oldham Branch are meeting on the 14th August at 2.00 p.m. with a presentation on   “Passchendaele 11917 and 

some of the local men who lost their lives”.  Again this is a Zoom gathering so go to their web page to register. 
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