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M&LFHS Newsletter

The monthly newsletter of the 
Manchester & Lancashire Family 

History Society



SOCIETY CONTACTS

Website: - https://www.mlfhs.uk

Newsletter editor: - newseditor@mlfhs.org.uk 

Bookshop: - bookshop@mlfhs.org.uk 

MLFHS Office: - office@mlfhs.org.uk 

The Manchester Genealogist: - office@mlfhs.org.uk or editor@mlfhs.org.uk 


MLFHS mailing address: Manchester & Lancashire Family History Society,

3rd Floor, Manchester Central Library, St. Peters Square, Manchester, M2 5PD.


SOCIETY BRANCHES

Oldham Branch of MLFHS - https://www.mlfhs.uk/oldham

Bolton Branch of MLFHS  - http://www.mlfhs.uk/bolton

Anglo-Scottish Branch of MLFHS – http://www.mlfhs.uk/anglo-scots 

EDITOR’S COMMENTS


Hello and welcome to the last issue of the newsletter for 2023. I hope that you have found 
the content useful and have kept you up-to-date with our activities.


You may have noticed that in November we had a week of ZOOM meetings. Thank you to 
Hilary Hartigan, Carol Lee and Hilary Branford for organising this event. I hope that 
members attending these 5 ZOOM talks found them interesting. Please let me know your 
thoughts.


Many of you will know that in 2024 we celebrate our 60th Anniversary and we are planning a 
number of special events to mark the occasion. We are also going to host our 3rd Family 
History Fair which will be held at Manchester Central Library on Saturday 13th April. More 
details in the January newsletter.


Just for fun I have included a word search puzzle with a solution next month.


I wish all a restful and peaceful Yuletide and to those with a Scottish link a Hogmanay to 
remember.

Best wishes 


Barry Henshall


A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN


There’s Method in my Madness*


Hello everyone, I recently had the privilege, unrelated to family history research, of viewing 
one of England’s most important historical documents. William Shakespeare’s First Folio, 
published in 1623, and loaned to the Shakespeare North Playhouse in Prescot, lay open, 
unassuming, under glass.


No-one would suspect that it contains so many words and phrases, even sentences, that, 
newly coined in the 17th century, have passed into common usage  and can still be heard 
every day 400 years later. When did you last accuse a growing teen of eating you out of 
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house and home, or a fawning friend of laying it on with a trowel? These and maybe 1,000 
more quotations can be laid at the door of the Bard of Avon. You will be able to suggest 
many more than I could.


Such quotes remind me why we family historians regard the preservation of historical 
documents so highly. They bring the past alive into the present – even more so when it 
relates to blood relations. 


It is why you and I are keen to spread the word of family history research as well as take 
action to preserve those other unassuming documents which tell us how our ancestors 
lived, enduring the challenges of the time in which they lived, to ensure the bloodline 
survived into the next generations. Both of these acts justify the aims of your society. We 
carry them out by industrious research, careful checking of facts as well as squirrelling out 
often unknown or hidden sources. Our project teams take this a step further by identifying 
those sources and ensure they are preserved for study now and in the future.


Joining one of our project teams is easy. By virtue of the internet, you can contribute as 
much at home these days as in an archive or library. If you have the inclination, and the 
time to commit, please let us know by first of all contacting our office at office@mlfhs.org.uk 
and your enquiry will be passed on to the appropriate project manager.    


As we approach the holiday season, it is my privilege and opportunity to thank all our 
volunteers at home and abroad for their contribution to the cause this year. Best wishes to 
all our members for an enjoyable Yuletide Season and a Happy Hogmanay, though 
tempered I hope with the little-known stern warning delivered by the Countess’s servant to 
Sir Toby Belch in Twelfth Night – ‘That quaffing and drinking will undo you.’


David


*what Polonius actually says, as an aside, in response to the ravings of Hamlet,  was: 
“Though this be madness, yet there is madness in’t.” [Hamlet II.2]


A MESSAGE FROM OUR GENERAL SECRETARY


The best and quickest way to contact the society is by emailing office@mlfhs.org.uk 
we will then direct you to the relevant person to help you. Our phone is very rarely used.


 	 If possible please use the on-line option on our new website to join or renew your 
subscription.  We use Stripe but you can pay as a guest with your card if you wish.


	 Have you considered taking out a Bank Standing Order? It means you don't have to 
think about renewing and you can stop it at any time. Always include your membership 
number. We can always find it for you should you forget.


	 There is so much you can learn from our website it seems a shame that members 
don't make the most of it. From the members area on the website you can make changes to 
your address and email just log in. It is so easy.


 	 We recently held a talk on how to get the best from the website which was very well 
received. We are looking at ways to bring this to everyone. Most people were amazed at 
just what was available on the site and I'm sure went home to try it all out.


	 If you must pay by cheque please send to:

 MLFHS, 17 Fortyacre Drive, Bredbury, SK6 2EZ
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DO NOT send it to the office and we no longer take cash at the Helpdesk. 

The Click and Collect is now available from our shop.


Best wishes 

Elsie


EVENTS/TALKS


Manchester Branch


No meeting arranged for December


Explore talks for 2024:

17th February - Missing in the GRO

25th May - Validating your research

28th September - 1939 Register or ‘Deep Dive’

23rd November - 1921 Census.


Note that the last two topics may swap dates.


Full details of Manchester meetings  https://mlfhs.uk/manchester/events


Bolton Branch


A Festive Evening with a supper, 
quiz and possibly more?


Date: 6 December 2023

Wednesday 7.30pm

Speaker: To be confirmed


A December Festive Evening with a supper, raffle and quiz at Bolton Golf Club is confirmed 
and advance ticket only.

These will be on sale at the next two meetings or please contact the Secretary at 
bolton@mlfhs.org.uk for more details regarding, how to get a ticket.


Members £5

Guests  £10


Booking: bolton@mlfhs.org.uk


Please note this is the first Wednesday and not the second Wednesday of the month, which

is our norm due to seasonal adjustments.


Full details of Bolton Branch meetings  https://mlfhs.uk/bolton/events


Page  of ....M&LFHS Newsletter December 20234 13

https://mlfhs.uk/manchester/events
mailto:bolton@mlfhs.org.uk
mailto:bolton@mlfhs.org.uk
https://mlfhs.uk/bolton/events


Oldham Branch


No Meeting arranged for December


Full details of Oldham Branch meetings https://www.mlfhs.uk/oldham/events/meetings


Anglo-Scots


A Quiz with a difference this year!

Date: 2 December 2023 
Day: Saturday, 2.00pm (UK time) 
Venue: Manchester Central Library 
Speaker: Social Event 

Yes, it is Christmas and we are holding 
our Branch Christmas gathering hosting a 

quiz and social at Manchester Central 
Library. Please come along.


For one quiz we would ask those who plan to attend to bring a photo of themselves aged 6 
or younger, or send to mlfhs.uk/anglo-scots. We will mix these up and have a competition to 
see who can identify the most people.

For the Table. Please bring along some food item that we can share.

We ask you to book only so we can plan for the afternoon.


Booking: Eventbrite 
Cost: members - free of charge  
Cost: non-members - £3 
Image: HH


Full details for the Anglo-Scots Branch meetings https://mlfhs.uk/anglo-scots/events. 


———————————————

The National Archives


Our exciting programme of online talks is for everyone and delivered by experts, specialists 
and special guest speakers. When you book an event, you are invited to pay what you can 
– this is optional and entirely at the discretion of attendees. Some of our events remain 
completely free.  


The National Archives also hosts a range of onsite events. To browse these, please see 
Events at Kew page.


Get priority booking to all events every month when you subscribe to the weekly newsletter. 
Get priority booking – sign up to the mailing list now.


———————————————


Page  of ....M&LFHS Newsletter December 20235 13

https://www.mlfhs.uk/oldham/events/meetings
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/anglo-scottish-fhs-meeting-tickets-756150746237?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://mlfhs.uk/anglo-scots/events
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/visit-us/whats-on/online-events/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/contact-us/email-updates/


Rootstech 2024


If you are thinking of being part of the Rootstock event 2024, whether in person or online,  
then pop over to https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/registration/ . The event is being 
held between the 29th February to the 2nd March.


———————————————


Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian Society 

Wednesday 6 December at 7.00 pm  


Catherine Nevell will speak on  ‘The New Learning: Schooling in the North-West during the 
long Sixteenth Century’ on Zoom. This will be based on her Ph.d research - a good 
opportunity to learn about our region in a time of great change. Hoping to see many of you 
then.


Please email secretary@landcas.org.uk for details, booking and links to talks.


———————————————


BOOKSHOP

About Switch Swinton


SWit'CH Aims to provide an environment for the local community for recreational, social or 
educational enjoyment of members’ creative writing and to support each other and 
strengthen community spirit by co-operative involvement in creative writing. SWit'CH 
Activities Writing include reading and publishing members’ work, including but not limited to 
fiction and non-fiction, reports, poetry and plays. The work of SWit'CH will take into account 
how it can be used for the greater benefit of the community in general and not-for-profit.


We have obtained a number of books which we are offering at competitive prices.


Peterloo People

Code: 8647	 Bookshop 

5.99 £7.00


Imagine the ordinary working folk and their families, whose lives were 
affected by the events of 16th of August, 1819. Lack of job 
opportunities, gloomy prospects and increased costs were some of 
the factors that led to their witness at St Peter’s fields. Consider also 
those who influenced the events and the political atmosphere. 
Researchers will not find Peterloo People in historical reference 
books. The literary style aims to introduce this important political 

milestone through fiction. Real people and events give historical 
anchors to put flesh on the anonymous participants in what became known as The Peterloo 
Massacre. This is not a clinical history. A potpourri of passions gives the reader the chance 
to walk in those shoes of the men, women and children, old and young, impoverished and 
privileged to the peaceful protest. Barbara Keeley MP, says: “Peterloo People is a creative 
and reflective commemoration of one of the most important episodes in the history of 
Manchester.”
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A Write Good Read

Code: 8644		 Bookshop

£9.50 £10.99


A Write Good Read is based on years of hard-earned life 
experiences: good and bad; funny and sad, local and abroad. Our 
writers are a broad church and topics range from overseas 
travelogues to poetry with aboriginal influence to interplanetary travel 
and alien invasion. Reflecting the ages of our group, there are 
recognisable stories featuring children and grandkids too. There are 
meticulously researched historical pieces recalling wealthy mill 
owners' brutality and the resilience of the common man. Look out also 

for commandments broken and seven dwarfs hidden. Romance flickers in and out in tales 
of loss and love unrequited. And no respectable anthology could be complete without blood 
curdling, teeth chattering yarns of horror. In over 200 pages, the collection of eighty different 
pieces closes with drama aplenty in three playlets to savour, and begins with an assortment 
of pieces stimulated by today’s (2018) technological wonders.


A Lie Never Dies

Code: 8645		 Bookshop

£5.00 £5.99


1901. Queen Victoria has died. Kristina is trapped in her own dark 
and murky world. Living in fear of her abusive step-father can she 
ever be free? Yet, how could she desert the step-children she has 
grown to love so dearly? Working as leading seamstress in Madam’s 
gown shop, her excellent sewing skills become recognised, and she 
is offered the position of private dressmaker for a titled lady. Is this the 
chance Kristina has waited for? But how can she leave the children to 
starve?


As events unfold homelessness offers little choice. And so her new life awaits. Will Kristina 
find the love she dreams about? If so, can such a love ever bridge the huge societal divide?

Driven to desperation, the lie that tumbles from her lips leads to unimagined consequences.

And what ancestral secrets does the locket, given to her as a child by her dying mother, 
hold? Kristina fights to survive in her new world - but can she find the happiness she craves 
with the man of her dreams?


Memories Unlocked

Code: 8646		 Bookshop

£5.99 £6.99


Spurred on by technological opportunities, Switch writers evolved 
from boomers to zoomers during Covid 19 lockdown and continued to 
meet ,virtually, every Wednesday afternoon. Memories Unlocked grew 
as childhood recollections were gradually teased out; the memory of 
one triggering recall in another. Mainly set in England's North West, 
the group's horizons were broadened as new members brought 
insights of being raised in Italy, Switzerland, Bermuda and the Pacific 
Islands. Nature notes, plane crashes, sex education, walking home 

after dancing, memories of localities now gone form part of the mischief, mayhem and 
misadventures of our young lives. We trust that this anthology will prick your memories too, 
and that you will enjoy the tales as much as we enjoyed writing them. This second edition 
includes new material by subsequent recruits to the writers' collective.
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PROJECTS UPDATE


Horwich Locomotive Works Staff Record Cards

1079 records added to the Great Database for surnames LITHGOE-PILKINGTON


Manchester City Transport Department Staff Record Cards

In 1824 John Greenwood introduced Britain's first horse-drawn omnibus service running 
between Pendleton and Market Street, Manchester. The Manchester Carriage Company 
was formed in 1865 and used horse-drawn vehicles and in 1877, with the introduction of a 
tramway, operated Manchester & Salford Tramways.


The Manchester Corporation Act of 1897 allowed for municipal operation rather than 
through privately run companies and the first public service opened on 7th June 1901. Over 
the coming years there have been many changes to the service moving away from horse-
drawn buses to tramways, buses and trolley buses.


The Museum of Transport Greater Manchester holds a very large collection of records 
related to transport within Greater Manchester and the records for staff employed by 
Manchester City Transport Department for the period between 1901 and 1969 represents a 
very small part of this collection.


Scanning and indexing is in progress but with the large number of records it is estimated 
that the work may not be completed until the middle/end of 2024. Currently scanning is 
being carried out by Barry Henshall and transcription by Mark Harrey and Phil Wharram.


The following has been added to the Great Database. This consists of 350 records covering 
surnames ALLCOCK to AZOFF. This brings the total to 1,045 records covering AARON-
AZOFF and CADD to CHURCHMAN.


Godfrey Map Index

Added 222 references for Mossley 193. indexed by Paul Thomas.


Zion Letters

Further letters have been transcribed and the transcripts added to the online images. 236 of 
the 350 letters have now been transcribed.


Manchester Burials

Added 1,270 burials for Ardwick, St. Thomas 1802-1812 transcribed by Susan Mayall


HELPDESK


MLFHS Helpdesk Update:


"The Society's Family History Help Desk continues to be a firm favourite with visitors to 
Manchester Central Library. We continue to offer FREE assistance to members and non 
members Monday - Friday 10:30-3:30. The queries are wide ranging and the visitor 
feedback is always great: "Informative, helpful, personable", "super helpful", "a great 
facility", "very helpful volunteers". We are located behind the café on the ground floor of 
Manchester Central Library. No booking is necessary - just drop in. We look forward to 
seeing you”.


———————————————
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WEBSITE NEWS


I noticed a topic on our Forum about Croft Unitarian Chapel, posted by member Cheyvonne 
Bower. The following website https://www.crofthistory.org/croftunitarianchapel.html shows a 
burial ground plan and monumental inscriptions. 

If you have never tried our Forum then please give it a trial. I think that it is the first port of 
call if you have a family history query, particularly if you cannot travel into Manchester to our 
help desk.


MyHeritage: The MyHeritage Blog will keep you up-to-date. Why not drop by using this link. 
There are 14 categories to search through and I am sure that you will find something of 
interest.


Family Tree: Keep up to date with the latest happenings in the world of family history with 
Family Tree News & Views by following this link.


You can also get the latest advice, opinion and updates from the Family Tree team and a 
range of genealogy experts, from in-depth guides to research and archives to the latest 
goings on at the Family Tree magazine HQ… by following this link.


Find my Past: There is a wealth of information on the Find my Past website. Just follow the 
following links


Getting Started

Build Your Family Tree

Family Records

What's New?

Help Hub

Discoveries

History Hub

The Findmypast Community


Ancestry: An Ancestry Blog can be found here


The Genealogist:


Further news and articles can be found here


FamilySearch: Finally why not try the FamilySearch blog page.


ORPHAN BMDs

This month I would like to thank Ian Wild, from Nottingham and Henry Roy Wright from 
Southport for sending me a large number of certificates. As you know all our work is carried 
out by volunteers, scanning, transcribing, checking for accuracy and finally entering the 
data into our database. Without you and our volunteers the society would not be where it is 
today


If you have any BMDs you no longer want then why not consider dropping them off at our 
Helpdesk or you can send them to:

M&LFHS

61 Queens Road, Urmston, M41 9HF
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If you wish to keep your certificates then you can send scans, preferably as a PDF to 
office@mlfhs.org.uk and they will be passed on to me. If you have problems sending scans 
to this address then please contact me at newsletter@mlfhs.org.uk and I will suggest an 
alternative means of forwarding the PDF files.


UKBMD UPDATES


Message from Ian Hartas, Kingston.


The Kingston upon Thames BMD site has been updated to add:

Marriages:

451 for St John, Kingston Vale, St Lawrence, registers at Kingston (1931-1972) 


Many thanks to the Register Office and their volunteers for these.


Bath BMD has been updated to add:

Marriages:

33 for Bathampton, St Nicolas, registers at Bath (2013-2019)

31 for Batheaston, St John the Baptist, registers at Bath (2009-2019)

12 for Bathford, St Swithin, registers at Bath (2016-2018) 

4 for Burnett, St Michael, registers at Bath (2010-2017)

56 for Charlecombe, St Mary the Virgin (Nr Batheaston), registers at Bath (2007-2020)

10 for Claverton, St Mary the Virgin, registers at Bath (2012-2019) 


Many thanks to the Register Office and their volunteers for these.


For access to all the UK's major BMD and Census sites visit https://www.UKBMD.org.uk/ 

For access to all the UK's major Family History sites visit https://www.UKGDL.org.uk/ 

For access to all the UK's major Military Family History sites visit https://
www.UKMFH.org.uk/ 


MANCHESTER ARCHIVES+


The main partners in Archives+ are:


Manchester City Council - Libraries & Archives

– Greater Manchester County Record Office (Association of Greater Manchester 
Authorities) 
– Manchester Libraries, Information and Archives (Manchester City Council) 
– North West Film Archive (Manchester Metropolitan University) 
– Ahmed Iqbal Ullah Race Relations Resource Centre & Education Trust (University of 
Manchester) 
– Manchester & Lancashire Family History Society 
– Manchester Registration Service (Historic Registers)

Manchester Histories. 


Why not visit the Manchester Archives+ website where you can sign up for their Blog via e- 
mail and also delve into a huge collection of subjects. There are 25 categories to choose 
from.
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NORTH WEST SOUND HERITAGE

Unlocking our Sound Heritage


Thousands of cassettes, open reels, CDs and MiniDiscs are sitting in archives, museums, 
libraries and in people’s homes all over the UK. All kinds of unique live music, radio and 
conversation are recorded on these tapes and discs. We’ve already lost many of the people 
captured on them. And the British Library estimates that we have fifteen years to preserve 
the sounds themselves.

That’s why the British Library has received funding from the National Lottery Heritage Fund 
to establish Unlocking Our Sound Heritage, an exciting new national project to save 
thousands sounds which are at risk of being lost forever.

Archives+ is the hub partner for the North West region, which covers Cheshire, Cumbria, 
Greater Manchester, Lancashire and Merseyside. We’ll be digitising around 15,000 
recordings on 5,000 cassettes, reels and optical discs held all over the region here at 
Manchester Central Library.


This is a fascinating site providing a flavour of times gone bye.  If you are a sword 
swallower then discover what not to eat and drink before a performance!


Follow on Twitter - @archivesplus. 


Find more information here. Enter your email address to follow this blog and receive 
notifications of new posts by email.


NORTH WEST FILM ARCHIVE


Welcome to the North West Film Archive, the professionally recognised public home for the 
moving image heritage of the North West of England.


WHO WE ARE


From historical footage and home movies to newsreels and adverts, we find, preserve and 
share over 50,000 items of film and video, for public, educational and professional use.

We love film and how it can open a window into the past and the present in ways that can 
be powerful, moving and unexpected.

Part of Manchester Met, and based within Manchester Central Library’s Archives+ 
partnership, we are a specialist resource dedicated to saving and growing our region’s rich 
filmed history.


WHAT WE DO


Do you need some footage for teaching, broadcasting or an artistic or community project? 
Do you have film of our region’s people or places that needs looking after?

Whoever you are, if you need a professional and friendly service, we’re here to help.

We offer:

• research support and loan or licence of footage (including for professional broadcast)

• bespoke learning and teaching support

• opportunities to hire or watch unusual and interesting films, with a local and 

historical theme

• opportunities for community engagement and collaboration

• a home for the region’s film and video, where moving images are professionally 

preserved, stored and made available, for now and for the future
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This is a site well worth visiting The NWFA was set up in 1977 and preserves moving 
images made in or about Greater Manchester, Lancashire, Cheshire, Merseyside and 
Cumbria and offers a variety of access services to users in the public, academic and 
commercial sectors.


https://www.facebook.com/MandLFamilyHistory


and Twitter M&L Family History@MLFH
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Genealogy

Find the word in the puzzle.

Words can go in any direction.  
Words can share letters as they cross over each other.


Administration Ancestry Anglican

Apprentice Attestation Banns

Baptism BlackSheep BMD

Census Christening Diocese

Dissenter Estate Executor

Free GEDCOM GENUKI

GOONS GRO GRONI

GROS IGI Inquest

Issue Kew LDS

Mark Minor née

Poll Registration Will
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REALLY 

USEFUL 

Bulletin  

No 39 

 
November 2023 

Welcome to the latest edition of the Really Useful Bulletin 

inside find... 

Lead article this month is Nick Barratt’s Through the Mists of Time 

plus items from local FHS, DNA Notes and news from the Federation 

 

  

Buy now: click here Buy now: click here  

https://www.familyhistorybooksonline.com/family-finder-autosomal-dna-kit-379
https://www.familyhistorybooksonline.com/dna-kits-376
https://www.parishchest.com/marie-craft-12323.php


 2 

 

 Really Useful Bulletin 

Through the Mists of Time—Searching for English Ancestors 
By Nick Barratt 

Hopefully you’re familiar with the main ways of tracing your 
English ancestors back into the nineteenth century, given 
the existence of civil registration and census records that 
appear on most online genealogical platforms. Researching 
any further back in time can become quite tricky and seem 
somewhat daunting as it’s a different world in every sense 
once one leaves behind the familiar national datasets based 
on Victorian bureaucracy.  

However, you can achieve some spectacular results if you 
take a different approach and immerse yourself in the way 
our more distant ancestors lived their lives – in short, 
become more of a local historian and focus on place as 
much as people. Here are 
some top tips and key 
sources to help you 
penetrate the mists of 
time, and locate 
information about your 
ancestors prior to the 
eighteenth century. 

Where were your 
ancestors? 

The English economy was 
overwhelmingly rural right up to, and 
for many decades after, the industrialisation of towns and 
cities in the later eighteenth century. Most people were tied 
to the land where they lived in ways most of us can’t 
understand today. It was quite rare to travel far beyond 
their village or community, except to take goods to the 
nearest market town, given the absence of an affordable 
public transport network. With the exception of London, 
cities were very small ,often no more than 14,000 people. 
This means you can use place data from sources such as 
census returns and parish registers to identify where your 
family were from, and then focus on the history of the area. 
There are various publications such as the Victoria County 
History or other material held in the local history section of 
your nearest main library, though you can find quite a lot 
online at British History Online | The core printed primary 
and secondary sources for the medieval and modern history 
of the British Isles. The key thing to look out for is 
information about the local manor or estate – for reasons 
that will become clear later. 

What are the pitfalls? 

However, before we look at the key records, there are a few 
things to bear in mind before you start. First, most material 
before 1732 will be written in Latin, the official language of 
government, Church and the courts. To make matters more 

complicated still, the medieval clerks used a system of 
abbreviations to save time and space (which we call 
palaeography), whilst styles of handwriting changed over the 
centuries. Documents might have been written in French 
(the language of the royal court), Latin (for official business) 
or vernacular English. Equally, there was no consistency 
when it came to naming individuals or places. Surnames only 
became fixed or standardised from the late fourteenth 
century, with people variously described by where they 
came from, what they did for a living, their father’s name, or 
some physical or personal characteristic. Therefore you’re 
never too sure if Guillaume of Nottingham is the same 

person as William the 
Mercer, Willelmus fitz 
Robert or Will le Gros – or 
indeed if Nottingham is the 
same as Notengeham, 
Snottengham or the 
abbreviated Snott. 

To add to the complexity, 
we have to grasp the way 
our medieval and early 
modern ancestors 

determined their dates. Until 1752, 
when England adopted the Gregorian 

calendar, the start of the year was 25 March (Lady Day), so 
you may come across dates such as 14 February 1730/31. 
Further back, you may have even more work to do as years 
were numbered according to the regnal year of the monarch 
and used ecclesiastical feast days to describe a point in the 
year. For example, the phrase in crostino die festi Sancti 
Michaelis anno regni Henricii tertii nono translates as the 
day after the feast of St Michael in the ninth year of the 
reign of Henry III. The feast of St Michael falls on 29 
September – Michaelmas – and Henry III ascended the 
throne on 28 October 1216.  

Fortunately, we have a series of resources (either online, or 
in most county archives) to help you navigate all these 
pitfalls. Eileen Gooder’s Latin for Local Historians helps you 
to interpret most of the main records, Charles Trice-Martin’s 
The Record Interpreter will enable you to decipher the 
common abbreviations and C.R. Cheney’s Handbook of 
Dates lists all the regnal years, saints’ days and other useful 
information about dates. The National Archives has created 
a tutorial to help you with the palaeography, which also 
includes a link to a Latin tutorial as well. 

The National Archives | Palaeography tutorial (how to read 
old handwriting). 

Eyre Roll 1241 

british-history.ac.uk
british-history.ac.uk
british-history.ac.uk
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/palaeography/
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Landholding and the manorial system 

English society was highly structured and hierarchical with 
everyone holding land from someone above them all the way 
up to the King. This was known as a feudal pyramid, and 
tenants had to perform service to the person above them, 
depending on the number of knights’ fees that were held – a 
knight’s fee being the amount of land that generated 
sufficient revenue to support one knight in the king’s service 
for forty days each year. This unit of land or estate was 
known as a manor. 

Each manor was a scaled down version of the wider social 
hierarchy, with the lord of the manor at the top, a variety of 
tenants who held land from them in return for service – 
often a set number of days working on the lord’s land, or 
sometimes regular payment of rent – underneath, and a 
range of people who either leased land or worked on the 
land for pay. Life in the manor was governed by local rules 
and regulations known as customs, which would vary from 
place to place. The lord of the manor’s representative – the 
steward – would preside over regular manorial courts, which 
were held to punish wrongdoers as well as regulate how land 
was sold or inherited within the manor. 

Some tenants held land free of the customs of the manor – 
freeholders – and could sell or inherit land without having to 
seek the lord’s permission first. However, they were required 
to attend the manorial courts and act as jurors or pay a small 
fine called an essoin to avoid this duty, and their names were 
recorded in the court rolls. Alternatively, tenants who held 
land according to the customs of the manor – customary 
tenants or copyholders – were required to seek approval in a 
manorial court before being admitted onto the land. At the 
death of the previous tenant, the land would automatically 
revert back to the lord’s possession and the new tenant 
would need to seek permission in court, providing evidence 
that they were the heir at law – usually the oldest male son 
of the deceased. A note was made in the formal record of 
the court, stating when the previous tenant had been 
admitted, when they had died, the name of the new tenant 
and whether they were of age, usually twenty-one years or 
more. 

Court rolls also contain information about other residents in 
the manor, particularly if they fell foul of the rules and 
regulations and had to pay financial penalties. There are 
often index books listing the name of the customary tenants, 
which can be used to identify a particular entry, which in turn 
can be linked to manorial maps, rentals and surveys showing 
who held which pieces of land. 

For example, the lord’s steward was also required to spend 
money or collect rents, and their accounts can also reveal 
information about local tradespeople who supplied food and 
drink to the lord’s manor house, or services such as repairing 
houses.  

Manorial records are therefore a fantastic resource for 
genealogy, and can extend for many centuries from the 
introduction of the manorial system after 1066, to be still in 
force over large parts of the country into the nineteenth 
century. You can search a manorial documents register 
Manorial Documents Register (nationalarchives.gov.uk) by 
the name of the parish or manor, though very few manorial 
records are available online. 

The National Archives has provided some really useful 
research guides to help you navigate the key sources, such 
as Manors and manorial records - The National Archives 
which includes a list of books for further reading. 

[See also Family History Books Online] 

National and local government 

For most people, rural life had a repetitive pattern 
determined by the different seasons, regulated by the laws 
of the manor and interspersed by the solemn ceremonies of 
the parish church. Meanwhile local, regional and national 
government, operated through a network of royal officials, 
ensured the crown’s interests were maintained, and law and 
order were enforced. 

Information from the royal administration to local 
communities was largely dominated by two institutions 
throughout the Middle Ages. The Chancery was responsible 
for issuing written instructions and information, whilst the 
Exchequer collected and audited royal revenue. Both 
created vast numbers of records which are full of the names 
of our ancestors. 

Many of the printed chancery close and patent rolls can be 
found online via medieval source material on the internet: 
Chancery rolls (medievalgenealogy.org.uk). The records 
contain copies of instructions sent to sheriffs, bailiffs and 
other royal officials based in the shires as well as details of 
appointments to key positions, directions to hold enquiries 
into aspects of local life, and inquisitions into the death of 
principal royal tenants and their land. This last set of 

Manorial survey map 

https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/manor-search
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/manors/
https://medievalgenealogy.org.uk/
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records, known as inquisitions post mortem, survive from the 
thirteenth century to the mid-seventeenth and identify the 
date of death of a landholder, the various lands they 
possessed, and the name and age of the next of kin. 

Local communities also petitioned central government 
seeking intervention or guidance in their affairs, often 
addressed to the monarch, their Council or Parliament. As 
society became more complex by the sixteenth century, a 
more professional bureaucracy was required to run the 
country. Secretaries of State created their own networks 
alongside the royal officials and from the reign of Henry VIII 
onwards, many of their letters, papers and correspondence 
survive in the State Papers series at The National Archives 
alongside earlier petitions and special collections which we 
can use to research the key factors that affected the lives of 
our ancestors; these papers also include the turmoil of the 
religious upheaval in the 1530s when monasteries were 
dissolved and land sold off in vast quantities to an emerging 
middle class, who were able to buy privilege and status for 
the first time. 

We can also learn about the military conflicts that scarred 
families and communities during the civil war of the 1640s. 
Some of the most revealing documentation can be found in 
the Committees that were established under the 
Commonwealth during Oliver Cromwell’s period as Lord 
Protector when defeated Royalists had their lands 
sequestered and either compounded as delinquents – paid 
to get them back – or had them sold to Parliamentarians. 
Many of our ancestors were named in these papers, so it’s a 
great way to find out more about people you’ve found in 
parish registers or probate material. 

You can find out about these records through some useful 
research guides produced by The National Archives listed 
here:  

 Dissolution of the monasteries 1536-1540  

 State Papers Domestic 1547-1649: Tudor and Stuart 
government papers 

 State Papers Domestic 1642-1660: Government papers 
from the Civil Wars and Interregnum 

Law and order 

The regulation of law and order was a key area where 
people interacted with the state. The Crown expanded its 
role as the provider of justice from the twelfth century 
onwards when a common law was extended throughout the 
country, supported by itinerant justices who would hear 
cases locally as they travelled the country. These were 
formalised into fixed circuits from the sixteenth century 
where cases would be heard at least twice a year at the 
assizes from the sixteenth century until 1971. Many cases 
were reported in local and national newspapers or via 
pamphlets for particularly notorious cases, which is often 
the best way to find out if your ancestor was tried before an 
assize judge. A large amount of material relating to assize 
trials can be found at The National Archives, with Welsh 
material at the National Library of Wales. Criminal court 
cases: assize courts 1559-1971 - The National Archives. 

Central law courts were established at Westminster, most 
notably the King’s Bench and the Court of Common Pleas, 
where more serious criminal and civil cases would be heard 
as well as stricter punitive measures taken against those 
who rebelled against the Crown. You can find images of the 
relevant records on the Anglo-American Legal Tradition 
website AALT Home Page. Another important court was the 
Old Bailey, the central criminal court for London and the 
Middlesex assizes which had a disproportionate significance 
given London’s vast population. Transcripts and trial records 
for cases after 1674 can be found at Old Bailey Online - The 
Proceedings of the Old Bailey, 1674-1913 https://
www.oldbaileyonline.org/ 

Quarter sessions were also held at a local level by Justices of 
the Peace, a forerunner of the magistrate courts we’re 
familiar with today. Hearings were heard four times a year 
on average and covered a wide range of business including 
breach of the peace, offences against local byelaws, bonds 
and recognisances by publicans to prevent rowdy behaviour 
in alehouses, ensuring local merchants upheld statutes on 
weights and measures, as well as some criminal cases. 

Most of the processes covered above related to punitive 
justice following precedent where the outcome of prior 
cases would determine the way other cases would be 
resolved. However, many people wanted redress or 
restitution – the overturning of the wrongdoing rather than 
punishment – especially when matters such as inheritance 
or property were concerned. As a result, a series of equity 
courts emerged using a process known as bill pleading, 
where the plaintiff submitted a bill of complaint setting out 
what they claimed had happened. The defendant was 
required to present their answer, explaining why the claims 
against them were wrong. Replications and rejoinders from 
both sides would follow until the clerks of court would issue 
decrees and orders to bring evidence into court. This would 

A bundle of documents! 

 

Visit the new, crowd-sourced website full of helpful articles:  
www.exploreyourgenealogy.co.uk/ 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/dissolution-monasteries-1536-1540/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/state-papers-domestic-1547-1649/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/state-papers-domestic-1547-1649/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/state-papers-domestic-1642-1660/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/state-papers-domestic-1642-1660/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/criminal-trials-assize-courts-1559-1971/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/criminal-trials-assize-courts-1559-1971/
https://waalt.uh.edu/index.php/Main_Page
https://www.oldbaileyonline.org/
https://www.oldbaileyonline.org/
http://www.exploreyourgenealogy.co.uk/
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often take the shape of a set of questions – interrogatories – 
which required a written response, either in the form of 
depositions or affidavits from local people familiar with the 
case (often older members of the community, so a good 
source of information about parishioners). Finally, personal 
papers relating to the case, such as manorial court rolls, wills, 
family trees, marriage settlements and title deeds, would 
sometimes be brought along to strengthen the case. 

The records of Chancery – the main equity court – are 
available at The National Archives, with the names of 
plaintiffs and defendants searchable via Discovery. Some 
useful guidance is provided via these guides Civil court cases: 
Chancery equity suits before 1558 - The National Archives 
and Civil court cases: Chancery equity suits 1558-1875 - The 
National Archives and, as with criminal cases, many equity 
cases were reported in local newspapers. 

And then there’s all the rest… 

This has been a whistle-stop tour of the most likely ways you 
will find your ancestors in surviving records prior to the 
eighteenth century, but there are many other places to look. 

Many of the provincial  cities supported a range of 
occupations and professions. In order to enter into these 
skilled trades, a worker would usually require an 
apprenticeship with a master, who themselves would often 
be a member of a trade guild. Some professions, such as 
lawyers, attorneys, barristers and clerics, were best served 
by specific university training. The only options were the 
colleges of Oxford and Cambridge; lists of former students 
and graduates – alumni – are largely available on Ancestry. 

Towns and cities also attracted large numbers of migrants, 
and you can use the England's Immigrants 1330 - 1550 
(englandsimmigrants.com) project to search for many of 
them by name. Tax returns were used to create the 
database, and lay subsidies were often raised on moveable 
goods for the whole population giving us a sense of the 
relative wealth of families and communities associated with 
trade. Taxation before 1689 - The National Archives includes 
a link to a database which helps you locate taxes for 
particular towns and cities. Mercantile trade with the 
continent and, from the sixteenth century onwards, other 
parts of the world including the American colonies, was a 
source of wealth for many and reflected in the tax records. 
There are ways you can research these transactions in the 
medieval period via port books, as well as specific customs 
duties that were levied on goods that came through them 
Medieval customs' accounts - The National Archives. Many 
men were involved in the various wars and military 
campaigns that typified the Middle Ages, especially once the 
requirement to serve in the army of one’s lord was gradually 
replaced by other means of recruiting soldiers and sailors. 
You can find more about these records, which were linked to 
royal expenditure, via The National Archives Medieval 
maritime personnel and ships and Medieval and early 
modern soldiers - The National Archives 

There’s a lot here, and there are no guarantees you’ll find 
anything of note. However, if you investigate the local 
history of the area where your ancestors lived, you stand a 
far better chance – and, of course, you’ll have some fantastic 
information about how they lived their lives. 

About the Author: Dr Nick Barratt is an 
author, broadcaster and historian best 
known for his work on BBC’s Who Do You 
Think You Are?. He is an honorary associate 
professor of public history at the University 
of Nottingham, the Director of Senate House 

Library (University of London), a teaching fellow at the 
University of Dundee and a fellow of the Royal Historical 
Society. His latest publication, The Restless Kings, explores 
the reigns of Henry II, Richard I and John.  
 

We extend thanks to Ian Waller for supplying images from 
his personal collection to illustrate this article.  

Extract from a Pipe Roll 

Collection of tally sticks 

 

Visit the new, crowd-sourced website full of helpful articles:  
www.exploreyourgenealogy.co.uk/ 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/chancery-equity-suits-before-1558/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/chancery-equity-suits-after-1558/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/chancery-equity-suits-after-1558/
https://www.englandsimmigrants.com/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/taxation-before-1689/#:~:text=Hearth%20tax%201662%2D1689,-For%20the%20detail&text=The%20tax's%20complex%20administration%20meant,rather%20than%20private%20tax%20collectors.
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/medieval-customs-accounts/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/medieval-maritime-personnel-and-ships/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/medieval-maritime-personnel-and-ships/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/medieval-early-modern-soldiers/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/medieval-early-modern-soldiers/
http://www.exploreyourgenealogy.co.uk/
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 Family History Societies 

The Really Useful Bulletin welcomes contributions from all Federation member organisations.   

It is opportunity to promote your society to the extensive Bulletin readership. 

 

East Surrey Family History 

Society 

 

We will again be hosting our  

Fabulous Virtual  

Family History Fair 
Saturday 27th January 2024 

10.00am – 12.00noon and 2.00pm – 4.00pm 

 

Enjoy all the benefits of a family history show 
from your own armchair,  

FREE of charge, using Zoom 
 

Go to our website to register for either or both 
sessions 

 

Keep checking our website to see which 
societies are attending 

 

Bring your specific questions to get the best 
from the event 

 

And societies who would like to take part, do 
please get in touch! 

 

https://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/ 

 

 

St Andrew’s, Gatton—one of 

the oldest parishes in Surrey 

Photo from ESFHS website 

Some UK organisations that are 
members of the Federation 

 

Association of Genealogists and 

Researchers in Archives 

 

 

British Association for  

Local History 

 

 

Institute of Heraldic and 

Genealogical Studies 

 

 

 

Pharos Tutors 

 

 

Register of Qualified Genealogists 

 

 

 

Society of One-place Studies 

 

Please support all members of the Federation 

There are links to all members on 

www.familyhistoryfederation.com/societies-az 

https://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/
http://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/societies-az
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Join your local family history society—full list at www.familyhistoryfederation.com/societies-az 

 SEGMENTS ARE PURE GOLD 
by Martin McDowell 

DNA segments are genealogical gold. Each 
segment that is found in your DNA has 
travelled down to you through the 
generations from a specific ancestor. You 
will share this segment with others who 
are also descended from the same 
ancestor. 

Using the segment information provided 
in your test results gives you the 
opportunity to find other relatives on 
specific family lines. These segments can 
be compared in what we call a 
chromosome browser and the object is to identify a 
group of people who share the same segment as this 
means they all share the same, common, ancestor. 

This is the key to proving your family tree as your 
segments should help you to discover groups of 
matches that you can identify genealogically. In this 
way your DNA research should complement your 
genealogy – and vice versa. 

As genealogists there is nothing more powerful than 
knowing that specific people relate to us through 
specific ancestral lines. This enables us to carry out 
focused research and make conclusions that we may 
not have been able to make otherwise. Interpreting 
your DNA correctly is essential and whilst there is a 
learning curve in doing this, the benefits are immense if 
we want to construct an extensive, robust, well 
researched family tree. 

 

In a chromosome browser you can compare 
your DNA with that of others: each person’s 
shared segments with you appear on a 
different line (and in a different colour). 
Segments of DNA need to overlap but, as you 
can see in the picture above, they do not need 
to be the same size or perfectly align. Each 
coloured block identifies an individual person 
who shares DNA with you. Simply put, if you 
already know how you relate to one of these 
matches, you can conclude that you are 
related to the others as well through the same 

ancestral line. 

You can compare your DNA with that of others using a 
chromosome browser on Family Tree DNA, My Heritage 
or GEDmatch. Ancestry DNA don’t provide this so if you 
have only tested with Ancestry then you need to 
download and add (upload) your DNA to one of these 
other DNA companies in order to see your DNA 
segments. It is well worth doing. 

Luckily the upload process is free and means that you 
will get additional matches with the company who you 
upload to. There is a small fee required to unlock some 
of the tools, however, you will always get a match list 
for free. 

The upload process is very simple and can make a big 
difference to your research and help you prove 
ancestral lines within your family. You can access simple 
instructions on how to do a free DNA upload here: 
https://www.nifhs.org/dna/uploading-your-dna/ 

It is better to have your DNA in as many of the above 
companies’ databases as possible as you will find 
unique matches in each of them that you won’t find 
elsewhere. 

What genealogical gold awaits discovery in your DNA? 
 

Martin McDowell is the DNA specialist on 
the executive of the Family History 
Federation and will write periodical articles 
to help readers develop their DNA skills.  He 
regularly lectures on DNA to family history 
societies, and he is Education Officer for 
North of Ireland FHS. 

http://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/societies-az
https://www.nifhs.org/dna/uploading-your-dna/
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News from the Federation 

Let’s Celebrate Fifty Golden Years! 

The Federation is celebrating its fiftieth anniversary in 2024. 

 Can you help the Federation continue its work for the benefit of family historians  

and family history as we move into the next half-century? 

Share your expertise by joining the executive committee and help to lead the way! 

Want to talk about it? Please email Steve at chairman@familyhistoryfederation.com 

If you belong to a local FHS—join their committee and help out! 

 
 

REALLY USEFUL Family History Shows  

LIVE 
Groups of neighbouring family history societies are getting together to run live  

regional events in 2024 as part of the celebration of fifty years! 

The Federation has set funds aside to assist with venue hire costs and promotion. 

Get your local FHS involved.  Let us know what you are planning. 

Saturday 20 April  
RUN BY EAST ANGLIA GROUP OF FHS 

at  

The Burgess Hall 

Westwood Road, St Ives, 

Cambridgeshire PE27 6WU 

Saturday 15 June 
RUN BY EAST MIDLANDS GROUP OF FHS 

at 

Nottingham University 

Studio 7, Lenton Lane, 

Nottingham NG7 2NR 

 

mailto:chairman@familyhistoryfederation.com
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Useful Websites 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENUKI provides a virtual reference library of 

genealogical information of particular relevance to the 

UK and Ireland. It is a non-commercial service, 

maintained by a charitable trust and a group of 

volunteers. www.genuki.org.uk/ 

Of particular interest to Bulletin readers will be the tab 

Genealogical Events, often referred to as GENEVA. 

All groups associated with family history are 

encouraged to add their events to GENEVA.  Shows, 

fairs, courses, webinars...in fact any activity which will 

be of interest to family historians.  Family history 

societies and groups can also link their programme of 

regular talks via this website thus promoting core 

activities beyond their current membership. 

An additional advantage of using GENEVA is to avoid 

clashes of events!  After several years with few live 

activities open to all, it is to everyone’s advantage that 

as few as possible clash! Check what is listed before 

confirming your event date! 

Encourage all programme and event organisers to add 

details to Genuki’s GENEVA.  It is simple to do via the 

Event Submission link. 

Add your event today, so others know what you are 

running! 

Are you looking for an event to join or visit?  Then take 

a look at GENEVA . 

Federation members can also promote their meetings on the 

Federation’s website. 

 

Join your local family history society—full list at www.familyhistoryfederation.com/societies-az 

 

Free Database 1867-1919 

Tyne Theatre and Opera House is a beautiful Grade I 

listed building in central Newcastle.  

The theatre has recently developed a performance 

calendar to hold details of all performances from the 

theatre’s opening in 1867 until 1919 when it was 

converted to a cinema. Thanks to a fantastic team of 

volunteers who have researched over 24,000 

newspaper adverts, programmes and day bills, there is 

now a searchable database of over 3,500 events.  

These years were the heyday of touring theatre. 

National companies such as D’Oyly Carte and Carl Rosa 

Opera Company visited, famous actors such as Henry 

Irving and Ellen Terry trod the boards, and the theatre 

was used by local groups such as the Newcastle 

Amateur Dramatic Society and the Tyneside Sunday 

Lecture Society. 

Entries for each production include the dates of every 

performance, along with information where possible on 

the type of performance, writers, composers, cast and 

crew. 

 

 

 

To access the database, visit 

www.tynetheatreandoperahouse.uk/about/ 

performance-calendar-database/ If you have any issues 

with access, or would like more information, please 

contact rachel.snape@tynetheatreandoperahouse.uk 

http://www.genuki.org.uk/
http://geneva.weald.org.uk/doku.php?id=list
http://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/societies-az
http://www.tynetheatreandoperahouse.uk/about/%20performance-calendar-database/
http://www.tynetheatreandoperahouse.uk/about/%20performance-calendar-database/
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The REALLY USEFUL Family History Show 

2024—will be 15 & 16 November 

2023 ticket holders: talks open until 1st December 

Great reviews coming in from participants! 

www.fhf-reallyuseful.com  

 

 Really Useful Back Page 

Family History Research Aids  

from the Experts 

Parish Chest, a service from the Family History Federation, 
has over sixty family history societies and some twenty-
plus traders, at a one-stop online shop, offering a wide 
range of family history materials in some sixteen categories 
including: 

 Parish register transcriptions and more from local FHS  

 Memorial inscriptions information from gravestones 
across the country, compiled by local FHS  

 Nonconformists: Baptists, Wesleyans, Independents, 
Quakers and many more nonconformist lists  

 Wills and Probate Indexes of wills and administrations 

 Folders, printing facilities, giftware 

 ..and more!  
 

Societies and suppliers regularly add new lines, so visit to 
see what is there to help you add to your family tree.  

www.parishchest.com  
 

Societies and others interested in joining Parish Chest 
should initially contact:  

admin@familyhistoryfederation.com   

Family History Books (FHB) is an online bookshop and 
publisher; it is owned by the Family History Federation 
and the aim is to provide a service to the genealogical 
community.  Family History Books offers a range of 
relevant titles relating to family history research.   

A collage of recent titles available online along with 
hundreds of 
others! Great 
presents for 
Christmas!  
Make sure 
your list for 
Santa includes 
those titles 
you would like 
to receive in 
your stocking! 

In addition to its online shop FHB can also be found at 
major live family history events around the country 
along with some regional hobby and craft shows where 
we promote family history societies along with the 
bookshop.  Come and visit us and see all the latest titles 
available. The stall is always very popular!  

Happy browsing! 

Please explore the range, and place your orders, at  

www.familyhistorybooksonline.com 
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